Crowd-Compellers

"tombes dans une sorte de delire. On n'entendait que
" cris et sanglots, plusieurs ont eu des attaques de nerfs,
"d'autres n'ont pu dormir le nuit. Le comte Plater, en
"rentrant chez lui, etait dans un etat d'exaltation, si
"etrange que sa femme Fa cru fouet s'est fort epouvantee.
"Mais pendant qu'il lui racontait comme il pouvait non
"pas 1'improvisation de Mickiewicz (personne n'a pu
"en redire un mot), mais 1'effet de sa parole sur ses audi-
" teurs, la comtesse Plater est tombee dans le meme etat que
" son mari et s'est mise a pleurer, a prier et a divaguer.
"Les voila tous convaincus qu'il y a dans ce grand homme
"quelque chose de surhumain, qu'il est inspire a la mani-
" ere des prophetes, et leur superstition est si grande qu'un
"de ces matins Us pourraient bien en faire un dieu."

This kind of ecstatic power is perhaps possessed by rela-
tively few and may not be very wholesome, but the results
produced by it are certainly remarkable, and not always
evil. Of a higher kind is the power which some possess
not so much of carrying along with them in their own
enthusiasm an assemblage of already sympathetic or at
least of neutral persons, but of mastering and compelling
to follow them an assemblage openly and consciously
hostile, and of making it cheer with enthusiasm opinions
which were displeasing to the people before the speaker
obtained dominion over them. I have before me the report
of a public meeting, unfortunately too long for quotation
and impossible effectively to abridge, which well exempli-
fies this kind of authority. The.speaker was not an orator,
in the ordinary acceptation of the term. He was a public
man of much force of character, whose course of action had
been objectionable to a large body of the organised work-
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